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Jn the Claims: 

Claim 1 (canceled). 

Claim 2 (currently amended) . An assembly a cc o rding to claim 
± for a vehicle having a tailgate, the assembly comprising a 
plate for attachment to the tailgate and having an upper and a 
pair of side edges when attached to the tailgate with the 
tailgate in a closed position- a panel which has an edge along 
which said panel is hinaedlv connected to said upper edge of said 
Plate for serving as an alternative tailgate, wherein said plate 
upper edge has a length which is substantially equal to a length 
of saio; alternative tailgate panel edge, and a pa ir of side 
panels hingedlv connected to said side edges resp ectively of said 
plale whereby, with the side panels vertica lly disposed, the 
alternative tailgate panel is hinged! y movable while the tai lgate 
is in a horizontal position between a closed position whe rein the 
alternative tailgate panel is vertical and an open position 
wherein the alternative tailgate panel forms an angle of about 
180 degrees with the tailgate, the assembly further comprising a 
pair of cables connected to said alternative tailgate panel and 
attachable to the vehicle for deploying said alternative tailgate 
panel in mt the open position wh e rein said alternative tailgate 
pan e l forms an anq±e uf about 100 d eg iees with th e tailgat e when 
the tailgate is in the open position » 

Claim 3 (currently amended). An assembly according to claim 
2 for a vehicle havin g a tailgate, the assembly comprising a 
plate for attachment to the tailgate and havin g an upper and a 
pair of side edges when attached to the tailgate w ith the 
tailgate in a closed position, a panel hinoedly conne cted to said 
upper edge of said plate for serving as an alternative tailgate, 
at least one side panel hinged ly connected to one of said side 
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edges ot said plate, and a pair of cables connected t o said 
alternative tail gate panel and attachable to the vehicle for 
deploying gai.d alternative tailgate panel in an open position 
wherein said alternative tailgate pa nel forms an angle of about 
180 deurees with the tailgate when the tailgate is in the open 
position, the assembly further comprising at least one cavity in 
a side edge of sajd alternative tailgate panel for storing at 
least one of said cables- 

Claim 4 (currently amended) ♦ An assembly according to claim 
2 further comprising at least one clip on said at least one of 
said side panels pan e l for receiving said a respective one of 
said cables cabl e for maintaining position of said at least one 
side panel. 

Claim 5 (currently amended) . An assembly according to claim 
2 -£ further comprising a fastener for detachably attaching said 
alternative tailgate panel to s«rrf at least one of said side 
panels panel . 

Claim 6 (canceled) . 

Claim 6 (canceled) ♦ 

Claim 7 (currently amended) . An assembly according to claim 
2 + further comprising a clip for releasably attachinq a rear 
edge of said at least one of said side panel s p anel to said 
alternative tailgate panel. 

Claim 8 (currently amended) - An assembly according to claim 
2 ± wherein said plate is detachably attached to the tailgate. 
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Claim 9 (currently amended) • An assembly according to claim 
2 + wherein said plate is altached to the inner surface of the 
tailgate. 

Claim 10 (canceled) . 

Claim 11 (previously presented) . An assembly according to 
claim 13 further comprising a plate for attachment to the 
tailqate r said alternative tailqate panel and said at least one 
side panel being hingedly connected to said plate. 

Claim 12 (previously presented) • An assembly according to 
claim 1.3 wherein said deploying means comprises a pair of cahlGs 
connected to said alternative tailgate panel and attachable to 
the vehicle and at least one cavity in a side edge of said 
alternative tailgate panel for storing at least one of said 
cables . 

Claim 13 (previously presented) ♦ An assembly for a vehicle 
having a tailgate which has an upper and a pair of side edges 
when the tailgate is in a closed position, the assembly 
comprising a panel which serves as an alternative tailgate, at 
least one side panel , and means for hingedly connecting said 
alternative tailgate panel to the upper edge of the tailgate, 
means for deploying said alternative Lailgate panel to an open 
position wherein said alternative tailgate panel forms an angle 
of about 180 degrees with the tailgate when the tailgate is in 
the open position, means for hingedly connecting said at least 
one side panel to one of the side edges of the tailgate, and at 
least one light fixture on said alternative tailgate panel and 
positioned for viewing when said alternative tailgate panel is in 
either an open or a closed position. 
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Claim 14 (previously presented) ♦ An assembly according to 
claim 13 further comprising a clip for releasably attaching a 
rear edge of said at least one side panel to said alternative 
tailgate panel* 

Claim 15 (previously presented). An assembly according to 
claim 13 further comprising a fastener for detachably attaching 
said alternative tailgate panel to said at least one side panel* 

Claim 16 (canceled) * 

Claim 17 (canceled). 

Claim 10 (currently amended) . An assembly according to 
claim 2 24 further comprising at least one light fixtiare on said 
alternative tailgate panel and positioned for viewing when said 
alternative tailqate panel is in either an open or a closed 
position . 

Claim 19 (canceled) . 

Claim 20 (currently amended). An assembly according to 
claim 5 -3r6 further comprising at least one clip on said at least 
one side panel for receiving said respective cable for 
maintaining position of said at least one side panel , 

Claim 21 (currently amended) . An assembly according to 
claim 2 ± wherein the assembly is composed of aluminum. 

Claim 22 (currently amended). An assembly according to 
claim 3 ± further comprising at least one light fixture on said 
alternative tailgate panel and positioned for viewing when said 
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alternative tailgate panel is 1n either an open or a closed 
position. 

Claim 23 (currently amended) . An assembly according to 
claim 3. ± wherein two of said side panel are hingedly connected 
Lo said side edges respectively of said plate. 

Claim 24 (canceled) . 
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